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Winton & Ruth Cleal’s two Wolseleys (6/90 and 14/56) ready  

to depart for the Shannon Car Show in February. 
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OUR CLUB OBJECTIVES: 
 To promote interest in and use of Wolseley vehicles. 

 To arrange social functions for the purpose of promoting the objectives of the club. 

 To promote and encourage the efficient maintenance of members' vehicles. 

 To render technical assistance to members. 

 To produce a newsletter regularly as a vehicle for the exchange of owners experience, 

technical information, the sale and exchange of cars and spare parts, or any other 

matters of interest to members. 

 To maintain a library of information on the history, maintenance, repair and 

modification of Wolseley cars, to be available to members. 

 To maintain a central register and stock of spares which may be established to assist 

members. 

  Club website (new one) : www.wolseleycarclub.co.nz  

 

HOW TO CONTACT US: 
 

National President:   National Secretary: 

Gordon Duthie (Beryl)   Michael Kruse (Raewynn) 

13 Maryport Street    297 Huatoki Street,  

Lawrence, Otago 9532   New Plymouth 4310 

Ph 03 485 9543    Phone 027 660 0203(mobile) 

email gbduthie@xtra.co.nz  email michael.kruse432@gmail.com 

 
Regalia Enquiries:   Website Coordinator:  North Island Branch: 
Dany & Sharon O’Malley  Raewynn Kruse (Michael)  Raewynn Kruse (Michael)P O 

P O Box 75, Leeston 7576  297 Huatoki Street   297 Huatoki Street 

Ph 03 324 4421   New Plymouth 4310    New Plymouth 4310 

Email: dandsomalley@gmail.com Email: raewynnk@gmail.com Email: raewynnk@gmail.com 

Phone 027 2438 565   Ph 027 2438 565    

       

Nelson/Marlborough:  Christchurch:   Southern Region: 
Bryan Stansbury (Gaylene)  Temporarily Vacant   Fergus Sime (Mary Jane) 

113 Whitby Road   (Can anyone help?)   445 East Taieri-Allanton Rd 

Wakefield, Nelson        RD 2, Mosgiel 9092 

Phone (03) 541 8255                   Ph 03 4534008, 0274048468  

Email: stansburys@xtra.co.nz       email fergus.sime@xtra.co.nz  

 
Spare Parts Enquiries:    All Newsletter Enquiries:   
If unable to be handled by your local   Send to:  Colin Hey  (Jenny) 

Branch, contact: Jonathan Gaut (Christine)  34 Rossington Drive 

414 Breezes Road, Aranui,     West Melton 7618 

Christchurch 8061.     Phone (03) 359 8737 or 021 883 807  

Phone 027 235 9566     email: heywolseley699@gmail.com 

Email: wolseley.spares.nz@gmail.com  

 
Disclaimer: The views and opinions in this publication are personal to the authors, and not necessarily the official views of the 

Wolseley Car Club of NZ Inc. 
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EDITOR’S  STUFF 
  

After a couple of months of not having to go to 

work anymore I’m starting to adjust to the 

different lifestyle, although I have to say I still 

haven’t shaken off the thought that I’m just on an 

extended period of leave. I was constantly told life 

would stay busy, and it is, only now I have much 

more choice about what I spend my time on. 

There were a number of things around home that 

had been on hold for some time, and it’s been 

good to start catching up on that list.  

I’ve found it so much better not having to rush 

through repair work trying to get jobs done before 

that next ‘old car’ outing or race meeting, and also 

having time to attend to small issues on cars very soon after an event rather than putting 

them off and then having to get them done in limited time when the car is next needed. 

The veteran motoring season has now pretty much ended, so for the next few months the 

newer Wolseley’s will be used and enjoyed. Both veterans have had plenty of use, with the 

1909 car being particularly reliable this year – it starts first time every time, and apart from 

normal running checks and adjustments no repair work has been necessary. The 1912 

12/16 has had a bit of an issue with poor starting – it’s a crank-start car so this is pretty 

tiresome as my body can only sustain about 5 good shots at it before a breather is required. 

Once going, it’s fine. Consequently I’ve had the magneto off it recently and re-set the 

points and cleaned everything up, and it seems much better now. Longer-term it’s destined 

to have a ring-gear and starter motor fitted. I also recently replaced the rather tired-looking 

leather radiator fan belt with a new flat-section rubber one, but made the mistake of 

tensioning up the belt too much, causing the fan shaft to partially seize on its bronze 

bearings. Fortunately it’s only a two minute job to remove it from the engine so it was a 

very easy fix, but I’ve had to have a couple of goes at it to get it right. 

We have been up and down the South Island a bit with various events too. Late in March I 

took the Wolseley 1500 race car down to 

Teratonga in Invercargill to take part in 

the George Begg Festival down there – a 

full 3 days of classic and historic car 

racing. The VCC category which I race 

in had two outings on each day, which 

allowed plenty of time to look at the 

amazing variety of machinery there – 

everything from the original Begg-built 

race specials, right through to a brand-

new hydrogen powered truck that had 

just been put into service. The racing 

itself was pretty good too. It was my first 

time on the Teratonga circuit and once 

learned it was a great circuit to drive,  

 

 
In the pits at Teratonga 
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EDITOR’S  STUFF - continued 

 

although ‘learning’ did involve one excursion into a gravel-trap when I didn’t allow 

enough braking distance in the wet going into the hairpin. I also found the track didn’t 

really suit the car’s gearing as I was hitting maximum revs about two-thirds of the distance 

along the main straight – more about that later. All up though, a great weekend away, no 

problems with the car, and on the 

whole very good weather for that 

time of year too. 

Two weeks later Jenny and I 

trailered the 1909 Wolseley down 

to the Pioneer Motoring Group 

rally in Clyde, where we spent the 

weekend with the owners of a 

dozen other veteran one and two-

cylinder cars and a couple of 

motorcycles pottering around the 

Clyde and Alexandra area. What a 

great weekend it was too – perfect 

calm and sunny weather on both 

days, brilliant Autumn colours, and 

in great company with fellow 

enthusiasts. Colin & Judy Winter 

were there too with ‘Grandma’ the 

1900 Wolseley. 

Back home again, it was time to finish off the last-minute organising of the Malvern 

Anzac Day Run – a VCC event open to all VCC eligible vehicles with a focus on veteran 

and pre-WW2 era vehicles in particular. This year we had 40 entries, and once again were 

treated to perfect sunny and calm weather. Matthew took the 1933 Wolseley Hornet 

Special, and Jenny and I set out in the 12/16, only to have to turn back to Darfield about 

5km into the run with the fan problem mentioned above. Leaving the 12/16 there, we soon 

caught up with everyone again after setting out again in our modern car. A very good day 

out, finished off that evening with dinner at a local restaurant with Colin & Judy Winter 

(who travelled north for this event) and other friends. 

In the workshop I’ve been busy doing some work on the Wolseley Six and on Matthew’s 

Wolseley Hornet for WoF’s for them both, and on building up a replacement diff for the 

1500 race car. The Six needed a brake booster overhaul, and while that was out I thought 

I’d better tackle a slightly leaky exhaust manifold clamp and the broken speedo cable 

drive, as both were easier to get at with the booster out of the way. In the end I had to 

remove the whole LHS drive-shaft, hub and brake assembly to get at the speedo drive 

from the underside – a straightforward but time-consuming job just the same. While I was 

under the car I also tracked down what had been a really annoying intermittent rattle, 

which turned out to be coming from a U-clamp on the muffler – it was just loose enough 

on one side to make it rattle if the exhaust bounced around a bit. With that and the exhaust 

leak fixed it makes it much nicer to drive. 

 

 
Enjoying the autumn colours in Clyde, Central Otago 
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EDITOR’S  STUFF - continued 

 

Next up was Matthew’s Hornet (Mini), which hadn’t been used for about 18 months 

waiting for the Old Man (me!) to get around to fixing it. It needed new front and rear 

wheel bearings on the LHS, and the LHS CV boot also was split. We decided we’d try and 

get this done and a WoF for the car in time for the Ashburton Rotary Rally on 30th April, 

which was only a couple of days away. I made a start on it on the Thursday, and then 

Matthew and I finished it off on the Friday night and it got it’s WoF on the Saturday 

morning in time for the run on the Sunday. We took both cars to the Ashburton run, which 

this year featured the BMC Mini, 1100, 1300 and 1800 range – more about that in the 

Christchurch Branch news later. 

A more challenging workshop project was building up a new limited slip differential for 

the 1500 race car – something I’ve been meaning to do for a couple of years, as the car 

always runs out to maximum revs well before the end of the main straights on all race 

circuits except for Highlands in Central Otago. On Ruapuna when I’ve been trying to 

chase someone down it’s easily gone to 7000rpm which is OK infrequently (it is fitted 

with forged pistons and rods), but not something that I like to do regularly. After a bit of 

calculation I was pretty sure it was running a 4.3:1 ratio. The car is fitted with a B-Series 

fine-splined MGB diff, so I started looking around for a 3.9:1 ratio diff head to swap into 

it. Nothing came up, so instead I thought I’d investigate fitting a Wolseley 24/80 diff head, 

as they are also 3.9:1 and I knew we had a couple in the spares shed, but they were the 

later type with a Holden-type drive flange on them. I checked the parts books and found 

the pinion shaft had the same part number as the British diffs, so I thought perhaps it 

would just be a simple matter of swapping drive flanges, fitting a new MGB LSD unit 

(which I had already purchased) to the crown-wheel and all would be good. 

I had a couple of old 4.875:1 diff heads that came with the car (they are the same as most 

16/60 models), so dismantled one of them and the 24/80 diff to compare parts. Sure 

enough, BMC Australia just had to do something a bit different, and the 24/80 pinion shaft 

was about 15mm shorter and the 

inner pinion bearing was much 

larger, meaning I’d have to use that 

diff housing unit and modify the 

16/60 front flange to a) make sure 

the pinion oil seal ran in the right 

place, and b) to ensure the flange 

shaft had enough thread showing to 

allow the large nut and spring 

washer to be tightened up properly. 

This involved machining up a 

spacer to sit between the outer 

pinion bearing and the flange 

housing, and turning out the other 

end of the flange housing so the nut 

could go on fully. With that done, I 

cleaned everything up carefully and 

reassembled the pinion into the  

 
Original 4.3:1 diff head with old limited slip unit fitted. 
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EDITOR’S  STUFF - continued 

 

housing, readjusting it once to get the right pre-load setting on the shaft. I then fitted the 

24/80 crownwheel onto the new Quaife LSD unit, and reassembled that into the housing 

and re-set the crownwheel backlash. With all that done I took the 4.3 diff out of the race 

car, and replaced it with the 3.9 unit and put everything back together again. Everything 

went back together perfectly. A quick test-drive around the roads close to home 

immediately revealed a noticeable difference in gearing and no noises or oil leaks, so I 

went back home to check the whole car over properly and then put it on the trailer ready 

for the last race meeting of the season at Levels near Timaru on 13th May. 

At Levels the car was hugely better on the track. At the end of the main straight it was just 

getting to 6,500rpm, acceleration in second gear out of the hairpin and around the 

following bend was far better geared, and cornering and acceleration and steering out of 

all bends was much more progressive and smoother, making me think that probably the 

old LSD unit in the 4.3 diff was past its best anyway. All up my lap times were about 3 

seconds better, which is a huge improvement.  

There is now no more racing until September, so during the winter break I will spend a bit 

of time mainly making the car look a bit better with some much better second-hand red 

upholstery I’ve had sitting around for years, replacing some of the chrome trim on the 

outside of the car with better parts, and maybe repairing a crease I accidentally put in the 

bonnet in Teratonga when I didn’t have it clipped down properly. 

Well, that’s enough from me this month. In a few days Matthew and I are heading off to 

Melbourne to join Victoria member John Mallia and Michael & Raewynn Kruse to head 

for the Wolseley National Rally in Wagga Wagga over there, and then on the way back go 

to the Australian Wolseley Hornet Special Club AGM the following weekend. I guess that 

will give me something to write about next month. 

Cheers everyone, 

Colin Hey 

Deadline for next Wolseley Word: 

Friday 23rd June 2023 
 

This month’s video to look at, courtesy of John McAdam. Try not to cry…… 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IlaJF642WkI 

 

Dial 999 (Deadly Blackmail) - 

Hampstead Clips 
From episode S1 E29 of Dial 999, scenes around 

Hampstead starting with the old Hampstead General 

Hospital and ending with cars driving into Whitestone 

Pond. 

www.youtube.com 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IlaJF642WkI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IlaJF642WkI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IlaJF642WkI
http://www.youtube.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IlaJF642WkI
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  CHAIRMAN’S  REPORT 
 

Hi Members, 

Winter conditions are about us as I do this 

report, with snow on the Blue Mountains and 

other Mountains in the distance towards 

Queenstown. However we are not getting the 

flooding or tornados etc that are happening in 

parts of the North Island. Many of you will 

probably know people who have been affected 

so I hope support is available to them.  

On a sad note Beryl and I attended the funeral 

of Judith Penny held at Galloway near 

Alexandra. We also met up with Colin Hey 

who came down from Christchurch. Stuart has 

been a great secretary of the Christchurch 

Branch of which he retired from recently. 

Judith’s health had been deteriorating in 

recent times and Stuart was providing great home care for her while still sending out 

motivating messages to Wolseley Club members. Stuart’s commitment towards Judith was 

well noted by those who spoke. We pass on our thoughts and condolences to the Penny 

Family.     

It continues to amaze me of the Wolseley cars being found in sheds by members still in 

good order. People seem to have connections that keep on finding these cars which is great 

for the club. Another thing with many new members is they require somewhere to take 

their cars to have them serviced. This is something we discussed at our national committee 

zoom meetings and we are getting a list of service stations from throughout the country 

that members have recommended. We do have club members who have experience and 

knowledge in many areas of car maintenance which is very helpful. A list of service 

stations will also be required for many Wolseley owners. It will also be helpful for service 

stations to know where parts can be obtained as well.  

Work is also being done going through past Wolseley Words finding as many technical 

information pages as possible to be reprinted. Murray and Sue Bethel have taken on this 

challenge. We are also working on promoting the Club in the Beaded Wheels, Colin is 

setting this up. Branches have now also got Tear Drop promotional Flags to put up at club 

outings. All of these and more are coming from the survey, the results of which were in 

the last Word.  The last thing is the Wolseley Word. The Executive is very keen to have it 

be a monthly edition however we do realise that sometimes inconveniences can happen in 

which a month may be missed. We are all volunteer’s including the editor but to help him 

put the Word together if you are sending anything please use standard email font and send 

photos separately. Colin will report more on this in his message.     Last Sunday I took the 

front windscreen out of the Wolseley as it has had a leek that come from around the top of 

the screen but came out down the sides onto the floor on both sides. New rubbers were 

used when we painted it about 16 years ago. It was easy to take out with rubber and 

flashings all intact. I levered the rubber from inside down ether side and across the bottom 

and out it came in less than half an hour with one other helping. It was quite obvious  
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  CHAIRMAN’S  REPORT - continued 
 

where the leak was coming from because when they put the screen in they used very little 

filler on the body and what they used had gone hard. A little bit of rust had started to form 

ether side at the bottom corners of the body so cleaned this up at the same time. I put a 

product called Plumbers Putty where a filler is supposed to be, it stays flexible and should 

do the job. Putting the screen back in was putting the top in first then with a person ether 

side applying pressure I pulled the string placed in the rubber evenly across the top and 

down ether side and across the bottom and it was in. A bit more pressure and gentle hitting 

on the screen saw it move into place completely. I’m yet to test it but confident it’ll be 

fine. 

That’s all from me, keep Warm. 

Gordon Duthie 

 

   SECRETARY’S  REPORT 
 

Hi Wolseleyites, 

I have been busy the last 2 months with recommissioning the 

6/90 and the logistics of picking up Two 6/80s from 

Auckland and delivering them to the Ashurst parts shed. 

The 6/90 

 The car has been in Ian Hopes British Car Museum for 28 

years and was not running and had no brakes or clutch.  I 

started with the engine, slowly turning over with the crank 

handle (wonderful it turns over and is it is not seized). Next, 

I removed the rocker gear and checked for stuck valves. I 

found one and freed it up with oil and operated it with a soft 

face hammer. This followed by a compression test, all good. 

While winding it over on the starter motor to check the oil pressure the rocker feed in the 

middle of the rockers was 

leaking a lot of oil (bolt 

stripped). Rethreaded and 

replaced the bolt , now oil 

dispersing all over the rocker 

shaft. Removed the fuel pump 

and cleaned up the points, 

cleaned out the fuel tank, 

replaced the fuel line rubber 

hoses. Cleaned the carburettor’s 

and filled the tank with new 

petrol . Next was the ignition 

system, cleaned and checked for 

spark at the points fitted 6 new 

plugs and new Battery. Now is it  
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SECRETARY’S  REPORT - continued 
 

going to start? Pulled out the choke and wound it over and she fired into life straight away. 

Now it was time to fix the brakes. The wheel cylinders were frozen solid. I removed them 

and coupled them up to a grease gun and hydraulicly pushed out the piston - no problem. 

Honed the cylinders and fitted new cups, and replaced the brake linings on the front shoes. 

Fitted a new S/Steel sleeve to the master cylinder and now I had brakes. Re-cupped the 

clutch system and the clutch worked fine. Now for a test ride, all went well, but no 

reverse. While removing the car from the museum they had used a forklift which had bent 

all the gear linkages. Once straight I had reverse.                                                                

Still a long list of jobs before re-vining. I will keep you posted. 

 Auckland 6/80s 

We had two 6/80s donated to the club for parts from Hillside in Auckland.                                                  

With the help from John Vevers Helensville who helped Pieter Deutz Ebling and a friend 

from Tokoroa load up one 6/80 and dropped it off in Porirua. Larry Naik and Michael 

Kruse who took the other 6/80 back to Ashurst over two days. Plus, Hugh Mackenzie, 

Lance Fitness, Ivan McCutcheon, and Peter who helped to get the 6/80 from Porirua to  

Sending something 

for the Wolseley 

Word? 
In order to make 

assembly of the 

newsletter as easy as 

possible for the Editor, 

please send your items 

either as a Word 

document, or just in 

your ordinary email 

text. 

Preferably, please 

attach photos as 

separate files to your 

email, rather than 

include them in your 

document. 

All items are most 

welcome, whether 

reports on events, 

something you’ve been 

up to with your car or 

in your workshop, 

something about 

yourself – anything!! 
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The Execuitive Committee has also been doing more work on the Club Business Plan from the 
Questionnaire Feedback Summary – here it is in it’s latest form. 
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SECRETARY’S  REPORT - continued 
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REGALIA  SALES   
 

Hi All 

 

I am going to put a clothing order in but require a few more orders please.  

Sweatshirt              $40.00  Ladies Blouses       $65.00  

Caps                         $20.00  Polo Shirt                $35.00  

Beanies  woolblen  $20.00  Bucket Hats              $20.00 

               Acrylic     $15.00  Tee Shirts                $25.00 

 

Photo's Attached, delivery about 6 weeks.  

 

Email me direct 

dandsomalley@gmail.com  

 

I still have all the other items available as advertised in the last newsletter.  

 

Cheers Sharon 0Malley  

 

 
 

 

Note: Sharon can also provide copies of handbooks, workshop manuals, and parts books 

for most Wolseley models, either to loan or photocopies. Some general information 

Wolseley-related books are also available to loan – please just ask her or email orders to: 

dandsomalley@gmail.com , with Name and size please.  

 
 

mailto:dandsomalley@gmail.com
mailto:dandsomalley@gmail.com
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   BRANCH  NEWS and EVENTS – South Island 

Christchurch Branch  
News and Events 
 

It’s been a very sad couple of months for our branch, with the loss of Cecily Shanks in 

March (as mentioned in the last newsletter), and then two weeks ago Judith Penny (much 

loved wife of our branch Secretary, Stuart) passed away after a l ong 

and painful battle with Myeloma. Judith was loved and respected by 

so many people, and was completely dedicated to her family and to 

Stuart. She has left a huge gap in her family with her passing, and in 

particular with Stuart, who cared for her himself at home and in the 

rest home right through the last and very difficult months. Stuart – to 

you in particular, but also to your wider family, everyone you know 

in our Branch and in the wider club offers their sincerest sympathy to you all. You are in 

our thoughts as you work through this difficult time. A lovely funeral service was held for 

Judith at the Galloway Hall, just out of Alexandra on 8th May. 

 

There are a couple of events that I can report on this month. The first was the VCC 

Malvern Anzac Day Run, which came with an open invitation for anyone from our club to 

attend. This run consists of a public display on Anzac Day morning in Darfield, followed 

by a short Anzac 

memorial service and 

then a run which passes 

all of the war memorials 

in the immediate 

Malvern district, 

finishing in the 

Glentunnel Township 

for a picnic lunch. Once 

again this year Colin & 

Judy Winter journeyed 

up from Dunedin for the 

event with ‘Grandma’ 

the 1900 Wolseley. 

Colin was battling some 

health issues and ended 

up spending the day 

before the run in 

Christchurch Hospital, 

but fortunately they were 

able to get him sorted and well enough to attend the run on Anzac Day, which he was 

observed to be enjoying very much. The weather was picture-perfect and the autumn 

colours provided a great backdrop to the many locations visited on the run. 

 
Colin Winter with the family 1900 Wolseley (left) shares the ripping of the 

red flag with Darfield RSA Chairman, Terry Hutchison at the Malvern Run. 
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   BRANCH  NEWS and EVENTS – Christchurch Branch, continued 

 

Of the 40 vehicles that took part in the event, we had 5 Wolseleys on the run – the best 

single-marque turnout apart from Fords. We had the Winter’s 1900 single-cylinder car, our 

1912 12/16, Matthew Hey was driving the family’s 1933 Hornet Special, Catherine and 

Wayne Tibbles and Catherine’s mother Jan Parker were in their 6/110, and out on its first 

long run since restoration was the 1300 belonging to Blue and Tara Gallagher. Danny and 

Sharon O’Malley also took part in their very nice 1929 Dodge sedan. After enjoying a 

picnic lunch and plenty of socialising together in the sun outside the Glentunnel 

Community Centre, the day concluded about 2.30pm and everyone headed home – sun 

still shining and a gentle NW wind to blow us back in the other direction. This was the 

sixth running of this event, and it’s good to see it now with a fixed place on the calendar. 

 
Just a small portion of the cars on the Malvern Run 

 

The next event was the Ashburton Plains Rotary Group Classic Car Run on 30th April, 

once again held on a beautiful and warm autumn day. The featured vehicles this year were 

the Mini, 1100, 1300 and ‘Landcrab’ 1800 range, so it was important to try and get a few 

of them there from our club. Consequently, Matthew Hey took his Hornet (Mini), Tara and 

Blue Gallagher took their 1300, and to complete the body-types, Jenny and I took the 

Wolseley Six down there – the first long run it’s had since the National Rally on the West 

Coast last year. As it turned out, this was the only ‘1800-styled’ car on the run – just 

shows how scarce they have now become. 

The run left the Ashburton Showgrounds about 10.30, and headed out through Tinwald 

and the Lagmhor districts, then continuing all the way to the Peel Forest township where 

we turned off to Peel Forest Estate – a 7,000 Ha deer farm nestled in the foothills between 

the Rangitata River and Mount Peel. The farm was bought by the current owner Graham 

Carr in 1987, and is now the largest red deer velvet producing station in the world, and has 

a world-wide reputation for producing high quality venison and exceptional stags. Graham 

Carr was on hand and gave us a talk about the operation early in the afternoon, and 

welcomed everyone to have a look around the magnificent old homestead, and the garden 

which is home to magnificent trees, many well over 100 years old. A very interesting 

outing with a great turnout of well over 150 classic and vintage cars from all over  
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   BRANCH  NEWS and EVENTS – Christchurch Branch, continued 

 

Canterbury. Unfortunately no prizes for any of our club cars, but we did have a great day 

journeying to a very different part of the region. 

 
The impressive 1880’s homestead at Peel Forest Estate – expanded a couple of times over the years. 

 

In the background our working bees at Idlewood have been continuing, and for now it’s 

just routine maintenance and collecting and storing away spare parts. Demand for parts has 

slowed a bit now that the motoring season is over, but there are still usually 3 or 4 parcels 

to pack up and send away each week. 

Before finishing, I would urge you all to check out the list of activities below. Despite the 

cooler weather there are still some good events coming up, so note the dates in your diary 

and do join us. Note that you don’t have to bring your Wolseley if you’d rather not get it 

out in the winter – the club is all about our members as much as it is about keeping our 

Wolseleys on the road. We will email out reminders too as these events come up. 

 

Christchurch Branch Coming Events:  
 

Sunday 21st May – Old Cars, Bikes and Coffee at the VCC Grounds, 

McLeans Island. Give your car a run, have a coffee and meet and chat to fellow vintage 

and classic motoring enthusiasts. Any time from 9.00am, finishes by 11.30am.  

 

Sunday 28th May – VCC Ross Butler Memorial Grasskhana  
FYI – not a Wolseley Car Club event, but being held in the VCC grounds, McLeans 

Island. Come out and watch the fun – starts at 10am – take your lunch with you if you 

want – it’s a very spectator friendly event. 

 

Saturday 10 June - Working Bee at Idlewood, followed by committee 

meeting. 
The usual working bee/social opportunity/parts buying and sorting session. Starts about 

9.30am. Morning tea is provided, and those who wish to can stay on for lunch and the 

branch committee meeting straight afterwards. 
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    BRANCH  NEWS and EVENTS – Christchurch Branch, continued 

 

Sunday 25th June – Short Club Fun Run followed by Pub lunch. 
Meet at the Belfast Hotel car park at the start of the motorway at 11.00am. The run will be 

finishing at the Ashley Hotel /Pub probably in the Ashley village just on the north side of 

Rangiora for a pub lunch (if going straight there, turn first right into Fawcetts Road after 

crossing the Ashley River, then right into High Street). A special note: the Christchurch 

Branch will be subsidising this meal for club members and partners, and we’d love to see 

as many as possible there to enjoy the time together. A great opportunity to meet some of 

our newer members, and some small prizes will be given out on the day. 

 

Saturday 8th July - Working Bee at Idlewood, followed by committee 

meeting. (same details as May meeting above) 

 

Friday 14th July – Matariki Day  
We are having not a Matariki Day but a Moto-Wrecki Day, the same as we did last year. 

We would like to see another of the dead parts cars behind the containers pulled apart for 

the removal of useful parts, and its derelict body readied for transport to the Scrap Dealers. 

Anyone that think they might be able to assist, even if it is only as a Tool Boy, Wreckers 

Assistant, or even just to dispense soup & buns at lunchtime, we would love to see you 

along at Idlewood. Any time from 9.00am onwards. Just bring a bite to eat (dependent 

upon the length of time you have available), some warm clothes and overalls. The deed 

will be done in the garage, so all under-cover. 

 

Sunday 16th July Old Cars Bikes & Coffee at the VCC grounds. 
 

Sunday 31st July - Christchurch Branch AGM, to be held at the Caaravan Club 

clubrooms right opposite Idlewood. Meet at 12.00pm for a light lunch (provided), with the 

meeting getting underway at 1.30pm. This is the one time of year we seek your feedback 

about how the club is being run and perhaps things you want to change and/or do 

differently. All members are encouraged to be there. 

 

Sunday 20th August – National Daffodil Rally for Cancer. 

Four different start locations – see attached flyer on next page. 
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   BRANCH  NEWS and EVENTS – Southern Region 
 

Southern 
Regional 
Branch 
 

Just a quick note from 

John McAdam this 

month, to say he’s 

finally installed a new 

hoist in his workshop – 

see the picture below. 

In the email with the 

photo he said: 

“The good news is that I 

can now see the 

underside of the Riley. 

The bad news is that I 

can now see the 

underside of the Riley”  

Sounds like there might be some work coming up? 

 

   BRANCH  NEWS and EVENTS – Nelson Region 
 

From Ollie Reid: 

I   haven’t had the best of health lately and have sold my Wolseley18/85 Auto and given 

up my Driver’s License. Murray and Sue Bethell have organized two Club outings that I 

have enjoyed - one was a mystery run ending with a picnic at Kina picnic grounds, and the 

other a meeting with the Riley Club at Wearable Arts. The Riley Club were having their 

National Rally and had a nice display of well-presented cars, though sadly some cars were 

left in Wellington 

due to bad weather 

and problems with 

the Cook Strait 

ferries. 

 

Here is a photo of 

our Wolseleys on 

display, with Sue 

Bethell and their 

1500. 
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   BRANCH  NEWS and EVENTS – North Island 
 

Auckland Brit/Euro Car Show.  by Paul Billing 
On 5 March we attended the above car show in Pakuranga, Auckland.  Five Wolseley cars 

were on display being Stephen and Janice Belcher’s Six; Derek and Gaye Dixon’s 6/110; 

Anthony Billing’s 6/110; our 16/60 and an early 1500 by a non member. 

The surprise at the show for me was when a person called out our registration plate  

number followed by Dominion Motors and G H Lincoln (I knew these were the first two 

owners). Sixty years have passed since the car was first registered and we have owned the 

car for over 50 years.  The Dominion Motors use of the car always puzzled us as going by 

the body number (26668), the car was a UK build from early 1962. 

Our visitor’s father worked at Dominion Motors and the visitor was in his early 20’s when 

his father had the use of our car in his employment duties with Dominion Motors.  He had 

a good recollection of car registration number plates and had fond memories of the car as a 

young man. 

Seemingly, the car was imported to New Zealand in 1962, not registered (on dealer plates) 

and used as a demonstrator.  The registration was deferred for over 12 months 27-9-63 

with 365 miles due to the duties payable on the car reducing if left unregistered for over 12 

months.  Dominion Motors sold the car on 31-1-64 with 2070 miles on the clock. Strange 

we have owned the car and displayed the car in various car shows but no person has ever 

come forward with history on this car until now.  So happy to fill in the early period of 

Dominion Motors ownership and use of the car. 

 

The photographs below show the Wolseley cars on display.   
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RYDERS RETURN TO NZ.  PART TWO – NORTH ISLAND 

TOUR, 6th to 28th February 2023                By Jenny Ryder 
 

While on The South Island we had been concerned to hear about the severe flooding on 

The North Island.  We contacted the 3 parties we hoped to visit in Auckland who all said 

they were OK and we even managed to take the sunshine with us.  We were cutting it fine 

when we arrived at Christchurch Airport and at first were told we had arrived too late but, 

as there were no seats on any of the later flights that day, we were ushered through by a 

helpful Airport member of staff.  In fact, the flight was delayed taking off so we boarded 

with everyone else having been sure we were going to be heading back to the Hey 

household for an extra night! 

We picked up our hire car and headed straight to Howick where Paul and Noeline Billing 

now reside.  We had stayed with them at Papatoetoe on our previous trip and have also 

met them in the UK a couple of times as they are long-standing, loyal Members of the 

Wolseley Register.  The next day we took the Half Moon Bay ferry across to downtown 

Auckland and walked down Queen Street then all the way up to the Auckland War 

Memorial Museum.  We spent a good 3 hours in this fascinating place and after a 

refreshing cup of tea took the bus back to Howick.  That evening, Anthony Billing drove 

us all to a local restaurant for a family 

meal. 

On our last full day in Auckland, Paul 

took us on a tour of the local area 

including Musick Point and Eastern 

Beach. 

From Auckland we drove down the 

West Coast, stopping at Raglan for 

lunch – another place we had missed in 

2017.  At New Plymouth we spent a 

very pleasant evening at the home of 

Michael and Raewynn Kruze.  Next 

morning, Michael showed us the Pukeiti 

Rhododendron Gardens on the slopes of 

Mount Taranaki and we all visited the 

Tawhiti Museum, enjoying the displays 

and the Traders and Whalers boat trip 

back in time.  

We continued down the West coast to 

Waikanae to stay with Winton and Ruth 

Cleal.  They are also Wolseley Register 

club Members and introduced us to several local classic car enthusiasts who welcome us 

into their homes.  While with them we attended two local car shows at Trentham and 

Shannon to which Graham was lucky enough to drive the Cleal family 6/90 while Winton 

drove Myrtle, his 14/56, so both cars could attend each event.  A small selection of 

Wolseley Register Regalia attracted some interest and we were delighted to meet more 

people from the NZ club as well as local members of the public. 

 
Anthony Billing there to meet us in Auckland 
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RYDERS RETURN TO NZ - continued 

Graham had the pleasure of driving both of the Cleal’s Wolseleys, 6/90 (left) and the 14/56 (right) 

 

One of the planned highlights of our trip had been for us, Ruth and Winton to drive to 

Napier for the Art Deco Festival, joining in events organised by the local Vintage Car 

Club.  Ivan McCutcheon had generously offered the loan of his Wolseley 6/110 to collect 

en route but Mother Nature had other plans….  Cyclone Gabrielle hit early on Tuesday 14 

February and completely devastated the Hawkes Bay area, thrusting the whole country 

into a State of Emergency.  We were 

just thankful that we weren’t already in 

the area as we were due to drive over on 

the Wednesday.  The West coast was 

not affected by the cyclone but we did 

experience an earthquake that evening 

which caused yet more damage on the 

East coast. 

To slightly make up for the cancelled 

weekend, Winton booked us all into a 

hotel at Masterton where we enjoyed 

being waited on and had use of the 

swimming pool and jacuzzi.  Local NZ 

club Members, Ray and Loris 

Whitcombe, joined us for Dinner at the 

hotel.  We had met this couple in 2017,  

 
Attending the British Car Day at Trentham Memorial Park – the Wolseley Club display 

 
From left, Graham & Jenny, Winton and Ruth, and 

Ray & Loris Whitcombe, all now on a new itinerary. 
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RYDERS RETURN TO NZ - continued 

 

and over the weekend they welcomed us to their home for Morning Coffee where we were 

pleased to also meet their son, Earl. 

Subsequently, we were able to pick up our original plans and visit Gary Wall at 

Martinborough.  Gary is another long-standing Member of the Wolseley Register who we 

had met on his visits to the UK and we had stayed with him and Heather in 2017.  Graham 

was given the opportunity to drive Gary’s Wolseley 18/85 back from Lake Ferry, a 

favourite beauty spot.   

From there we travelled North, finally meeting up with Ivan McCutcheon at the Railway 

Restoration Project in Feilding where he is a regular volunteer. 

After Bed and Breakfast outside Feilding, the next stop was the amazing Horopito Motors 

Wreckers – exploring the building full of spare parts and eyeing several scrapyards of cars.  

Our last motel stopover was at Lake Taupo after rain and cloud had sadly obscured the 

views all day, though it cleared slightly 

in the evening. 

Finally, we returned to Auckland to stay 

with a Morris Minor friend for our last 

weekend.  Andrew is another owner of 

more than one classic vehicle so we 

drove his Minor to a local Coffee and 

Chrome Sunday morning meet which 

allowed Andrew to take his Triumph 

TR7.  The first person we saw when we 

arrived was Anthony Billing who was 

there with his Wolseley 6/110.  We had 

been amazed to find that Andrew had 

also moved to Howick so we were able to 

pop round to see Paul and Noeline before 

we started the long journey home. 

Other than the disappointment of the Art 

Deco Festival being cancelled, we had a wonderful time on our second visit to New 

Zealand.  We met so many lovely Wolseley and other classic car people; NZ residents and 

Brits who had either emigrated or were on holiday like us.  We saw spectacular scenery 

and enjoyed mostly glorious weather.  We achieved our ambition to drive a Wolseley in 

New Zealand on several occasions and visited many car and heritage museums to learn 

more about the country and the people. We will just have to come back again to get to 

Napier for the Art Deco Festival another year! 

 

Jenny and Graham Ryder 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Andrew Dyer (left), our Morris Minor 

friend in Auckland 
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Buy and Sell             
From last newsletter:. 

 

All 3 of these Wolseleys in 

the last edition NOW 

SOLD 
 

For Sale: 

Ray Willoughby is offering his very nice 

Wolseley 15/50 for sale, so if anyone is 

interested in purchasing it, please get in 

touch with him. It’s been in the Wolseley 

Car Club for around 30 years and is a good 

running example in very presentable 

condition. Ray can be contacted on 03 352 

9016. 

 

                     

 

Wolseley 18/85 Auto – was last driven 25 

year ago and has been sitting outside a long 

time now. Suitable for parts - $400. Contact 

Trevor Walmsley, ph 0274235135. Car is in 

Swannanoa, just north of Christchurch  

 

Seen in Hampden, North 

Otago outside a Second-

hand store alongside SH1 

2 x 4/44s – the asking price 

is $2,300 ono. Both pretty 

rough and rusty, but some 

good points. I have more 

photos and information if 

anyone is interested. 

Contact Colin Hey. 
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