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OUR CLUB OBJECTIVES: 
 To promote interest in and use of Wolseley vehicles. 

 To arrange social functions for the purpose of promoting the objectives of the club. 

 To promote and encourage the efficient maintenance of members' vehicles. 

 To render technical assistance to members. 

 To produce a newsletter regularly as a vehicle for the exchange of owners experience, 

technical information, the sale and exchange of cars and spare parts, or any other 

matters of interest to members. 

 To maintain a library of information on the history, maintenance, repair and 

modification of Wolseley cars, to be available to members. 

 To maintain a central register and stock of spares which may be established to assist 

members. 

  Club website (new one) : www.wolseleycarclub.co.nz  

 

HOW TO CONTACT US: 
 

National President:   National Secretary: 

Gordon Duthie (Beryl)   Michael Kruse (Raewynn) 

13 Maryport Street    297 Huatoki Street,  

Lawrence, Otago 9532   New Plymouth 4310 

Ph 03 485 9543    Phone 027 660 0203(mobile) 

email gbduthie@xtra.co.nz  email michael.kruse432@gmail.com 

 
Regalia Enquiries:   Website Coordinator:  North Island Branch: 
Danny & Sharon O’Malley  Raewynn Kruse (Michael)  Raewynn Kruse (Michael)P O 

P O Box 75, Leeston 7576  297 Huatoki Street   297 Huatoki Street 

Ph 03 324 4421   New Plymouth 4310    New Plymouth 4310 

Email: dandsomalley@gmail.com Email: raewynnk@gmail.com Email: raewynnk@gmail.com 

Phone 027 2438 565   Ph 027 2438 565    

       

Nelson/Marlborough:  Christchurch:   Southern Region: 
Bryan Stansbury (Gaylene)  Stuart Penny    Fergus Sime (Mary Jane) 

113 Whitby Road   I Kensington Ave   445 East Taieri-Allanton Rd 

Wakefield, Nelson   Rangiora 7400    RD 2, Mosgiel 9092 

Phone (03) 541 8255        Phone (03) 313 4454   Ph 03 4534008, 0274048468  

Email: stansburys@xtra.co.nz  Email stu.jude@gmail.com  email fergus.sime@xtra.co.nz  

 
Spare Parts Enquiries:    All Newsletter Enquiries:   
If unable to be handled by your local   Send to:  Colin Hey  (Jenny) 

Branch, contact: Colin Hey    34 Rossington Drive 

Or Jonathan Gaut,      West Melton 7618 

Phone 027 235 9566     Phone (03) 359 8737 or 021 883 807  

Email: wolseley.spares.nz@gmail.com  email: heywolseley699@gmail.com  

 
Disclaimer: The views and opinions in this publication are personal to the authors, and not necessarily the official views of the 

Wolseley Car Club of NZ Inc.
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EDITOR’S  STUFF 
 Firstly – a word about the Wolseley Word…… 

It’s been a very long and eventful time since the 

last newsletter was published, and I’m very aware 

of the need to get one out now, as people are 

hanging out for it. 

Unfortunately this is going to have to be the last 

one I edit, as I’m not being fair to members or 

myself trying to do the job of editor as well as 

looking after the national spare parts role. The 

spares coordinator’s job is very busy on its own, 

and I’m finding that I’m spending so much time at 

Idlewood keeping the spares shed in order and 

looking after outward and new stock, collecting 

and dropping off parts, and then at home packing 

and posting and invoicing what it sold, plus 

paying the bills and doing the required administration that doing the newsletter as well is 

just too much. I thought retirement would allow me lots of time to fit that in, but it hasn’t 

worked out that way as there are lots of other things I need to and want to spend my time 

on now too.  

In saying that though, spare parts is a very fulfilling job and well worth the effort, knowing 

that it’s keeping many of our member’s cars on the road as well as of course my own. I’m 

always interested to hear stories of how some non-members or their garages have 

struggled to find parts and even in one case charged their client (who wasn’t a club 

member at the time) a significant “searching fee”, when we had what they needed sitting 

on our shelves. It’s a good lesson why we need to continue to spread the word about the 

benefits being a member of the Wolseley Car Club offers. 

So how about it? Do you have basic computer and keyboard skills and a willingness to 

assemble a variety of reports and items into a newsletter? There is a well-proven template 

ready to use that’s quite easy to drop articles, photos and PDFs into, and when I was doing 

it regularly, it amounted to about 10 hours of time every month to assemble everything in 

Word, convert it to a PDF (just a click of a button exercise) and then send it off to Michael 

Kruse to email out to all of our members. There is no need to think you have to make it 

fancy or spend heaps of time on it if you don’t want to - the important thing is that it goes 

out regularly. If you’re interested, please contact either myself or Michael and we’ll get 

you set up. 

And now for the waffle and General Business…… 

I’ve had both of our veteran Wolseleys registered and warranted for the motoring season 

that has now all but come to an end, and it’s been a summer season with many events 

attended throughout the South Island, and many miles covered.   The 1912 12/16 continues 

to start easily from cold now that I’ve finally got the dual ignition system sorted, and I’ve 

now completed the whole season with no starting issues at all, except for a couple of times 

when I’ve forgotten to turn the fuel on (doh!). 

 I must tell you about one of the best outings that I had late last year. Every year one of my 

best mates and fellow Wolseley enthusiast John Mallia comes over from Melbourne to 

visit and importantly to attend our Swap Meet, catching up with a few mutual friends in  
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EDITOR’S  STUFF - continued 

 

our club while he’s over here. Those who know him will testify he’s a bit of a hard case 

and makes friends easily, so much so that he is well known to a number of our 

Christchurch branch members, and quite a few VCC members as well now. Over Swap 

Meet weekend he’s always keen to help me with things I need to do in the running of the 

event over the weekend – particularly sorting out the traffic management, or more 

particularly setting it all up and then bringing it all in again and storing it away afterwards.  

This year he decided to stay on an extra couple of days after Swap Meet in order to catch a 

flight departing and arriving back in Melbourne at more sociable hours, so he didn’t go 

home until the Wednesday evening after Swap Meet. With all the work more or less 

completed by Monday afternoon, I decided it would be a good idea to take him for a run in 

the 12/16 Wolseley on the Tuesday, as he doesn’t have a veteran Wolseley himself (they 

are surprisingly rare in Australia). This was the first long run of the season for the car as 

well, as we didn’t even get it out of the trailer on the VCC season-opening veteran run we 

attempted to have in September because the weather was terrible. This time, the weather 

forecast was very good indeed for the Tuesday. 

I called another good friend of mine, Malcolm McGibbon (who lives near Darfield) on the 

Monday night, and we arranged to meet at the Thirsty Acres café and restaurant on SH73 

in Kirwee at 10.30am on the Tuesday for what we called a “Veteran Coffee” (we also have 

“Classic Coffee” from time to time, often venturing a little further afield in our ‘newer’ 

cars). 

John and I left my home at about 9.45am – the car started very easily – and we followed 

my usual route to Kirwee, out of West Melton and then up Halkett Road, along Old West 

Coast Road and then across country on Courtenay Road to Kirwee, arriving about 10.15. 

John and I were chatting all the way – he was thoroughly enjoying the ride, there was 

hardly any traffic to worry about, and the car was running nicely. I finally had the weight 

of Swap Meet off my shoulders, and was delighted with the way it had all gone so I was in 

a pretty good space as well, 

and now certainly doing 

something I really enjoy 

too. Malcolm arrived at the 

Thirsty Acres about 5 

minutes after us in his 1913 

Model T Roadster, and after 

picking a table outside in 

the sun, we settled in for a 

good long chat over coffee 

and freshly made scones. 

While we were there, a 

couple of my old workmates 

arrived for a coffee, having 

just been carrying out 

inspections on the highway just down the road from the café for some forthcoming work. I 

hadn’t seen them since before I retired at the start of 2023. They strolled over to look at 

the cars in the car park – at that stage not having a clue who they belonged to. They came  

 
Veteran Coffee morning at the Kirwee Cafe 
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EDITOR’S  STUFF - continued 

 

inside and saw me and asked what the hell I was doing there, then put two and two 

together and realised that the Wolseley was mine. I simply told them I was living the 

dream! And I was! 

John and I stayed chatting to Malcolm for a good hour, then decided we’d better head 

home. By then it was about 20 degrees, and motoring back to West Melton was just 

superb, as it’s a slightly down-hill run all the way home and we had the wind behind us. I 

decided we should stop at the West Melton shopping centre and have lunch at the local 

bakery (highly recommended), which we did. While we were there, another friend in the 

VCC arrived to buy some lunch too. He saw the Wolseley in the car park and knew he’d 

probably find me in the bakery. It turned out he was having his weekly catch-up with yet 

another VCC veteran car owner, Peter Gatehouse, at Peter’s winery about 2km from home 

(which doubles as their veteran/vintage workshop), so he invited John and I to head down 

the road to Peter’s place, where we spent another couple of enjoyable hours talking about 

old cars, politics, and other stuff (which will stay on tour). It was a thoroughly enjoyable 

day for both John and myself, plus the Wolseley got a good run. Easy to organise with 

little more than a phone call, plus time with good friends – what more could you want on a 

nice day! 

 

More recently, I made a quick trip to the North Island with my brother Robert to collect a 

Wolseley 1500 that was part of the extensive British Car Museum collection of over 400 

British cars amassed by the late Ian Hope in Hastings. I’m sure most of our members will 

be aware of this collection, having 

either visited it in the past, or no doubt 

seeing the disposal process underway as 

the cars were gradually being sold 

through Trade Me and privately over 

the past couple of years. A few of the 

other Wolseley’s in the collection have 

even ended up in the hands of other 

club members now, including the 6/90 

which Michael Kruse has been working 

on and has just got back on the road 

again (see front page photo). Robert 

saw the 1500 in the background photo 

of another car being sold on Trade Me, 

so called to find out if it too was being 

sold. He and his wife Lynn owned one 

the same white and green colour about 

30 years ago, so after receiving some 

photographs and other information from 

a previous owner he made the decision to purchase it, and we immediately made a quick 

3-day trip with my car transporter to collect it and take it back to his home in Amberley. 

The car hadn’t been on the road since 2003, so as expected there was quite a bit of 

recommissioning work to be done which he’s now all but finished, with the car now  

Waiting to board the Ferry in Wellington on the way home. 

The Essex had just completed a tour of the NI and was on its 

way home to Nelson. 
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EDITOR’S  STUFF - continued 

 

warranted and back on the road again. Fortunately the registration was kept on hold while 

it was in the museum, so returning it to the road was relatively simple compared to the 

exercise that Michael had to go through with compliance and re-registration for his 6/90. 

 

I’ve also managed to squeeze in four race meetings over the summer with the Wolseley 

1500 race car. It started with the Wigram Revival Meeting at Ruapuna, Christchurch late 

last year, where I had a very good weekend racing in the Pre-78 class instead of the VCC 

category which I’ve raced in up until now. We had 7 outings over 3 days (two practice, 

one qualifying and 4 races) with two of the races being handicap races which was a bit 

interesting with most of the other cars catching and then having to get around me. The 

bonus was that in this class I was able to use a set of good race tyres, which took around 5 

seconds more off my lap times, and made the car even more predictable and better to drive 

quickly. Since then I’ve also taken part in the Skope meeting at Ruapuna in Christchurch 

in February, Levels the weekend after that, and then a few weeks ago the Festival of Speed 

event at Highlands in Central Otago. Not so good was that over the Festival weekend I 

went through $250 worth of fuel (it’s doing around 10mpg while racing, and Highlands is 

the longest of all the 3 circuits), and over the 3 meetings I wore out a new set of $290 

brake pads. Fortunately the car is still running well and only needed a few small jobs 

doing between meetings. 

The Levels meeting was also 

interesting in another way. I 

went to this meeting by myself, 

and decided to camp in a tent at 

the course, but that weekend we 

had a very cold, windy and wet 

front come through on the 

Saturday night so it was a bit 

unpleasant in a tent. Even 

though I had a good sleeping 

bag, I got so cold I had to get 

up about midnight and put my 

flameproof overalls and 

balaclava on to stay warm! 

Luckily I was pretty cosy after 

that, but I learned that motels 

are a far better option. At Highlands Jenny and I stayed in the apartments at the course 

which was just great, even if a bit expensive. I could get up in the morning, get dressed 

straight into my race gear and walk to the car and go racing. Perfect! 

 

Over Christmas and into the New Year, I’ve been working on our 1919 Wolseley 16/20 

with the aim to get it back on the road and in regular use. We bought this car about 3 years 

ago from Rangiora, where it had sat virtually unused for 40 years, except for an outing in 

2007 to a special display in Rangiora. I’ve now actually driven it, which revealed a couple 

of extra jobs to do, including a radiator repair (now done) and an oil leak in from the  

 
In the pits at Highlands on a beautiful Central Otago blue-sky day. 
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EDITOR’S  STUFF - continued 

 

differential pinion which has yet to be tackled. Most of the work to date has just been 

cleaning and polishing, replacing about 70% of the floor boards, and sorting out the fuel 

system, but as usual it all takes 

longer than expected. The 

bonus is that it’s cleaning up 

well and seems to run and 

drive well, so hopefully it will 

be a good car for longer 

outings that are too long to 

take the veteran cars on 

without putting them in the 

trailer. 

Also on the go is arranging for 

a Wolseley 12/16 engine 

(about 1911) to be sent to the 

UK to an owner over there 

(Chris Guyott) who has a 

cracked cylinder block in his 

car. I got a call from Graham 

Keys (Melbourne Wolseley Car Club) as he’d been contacted by Chris to see if there was 

anything available in Australia, and Graham directed him to me, knowing we had one of 

these models. With nothing available in the UK, and his block not being repairable, he was 

doing a world-wide search to try and find a replacement. It’s a bit of a long story, but I had 

noticed one for sale at a swap meet about 15 years ago (which was before we bought our 

car) and had taken a photo of it and made a mental note of who owned it. I knew the 

owner from a visit we had made to his property a couple of years earlier, so I found his 

phone number and gave him a call to see if he still had it, and he did. I called in to see him 

a couple of weeks later and arranged to purchase it for Chris, and I went and picked it up a 

few weeks ago. Shipping it to the UK is a 

bit of a process, and I’ve had to remove 

the sump and clean out the oil pan (a very 

messy job), and also clean the whole 

engine so it doesn’t create any issues for 

shipping. I've also had to partially strip it 

so it will fit in a 1m3 box which I now 

have to build – all a bit of a job given it 

has sat unused after being used on a saw 

bench 70 years ago! Interestingly, Chris’s 

car was imported back to the UK from 

NZ about 15 years ago, and was put into 

a collection and not used. Chris has 

recently purchased it and 

recommissioned it for use in veteran 

events over there, so it’s good to know that the replacement engine is actually going into a  

 
Work underway on the 16/20 – bonnet and radiator removed 

 
12/16 engine partially stripped and cleaned ready 

for shipping to the UK 
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EDITOR’S  STUFF - continued 

 

running car. I just hope that there are no hidden issues with it when Chris gets it apart – 

although it’s currently seized it certainly looks like it might be OK when I had a good look 

up the bores once I got the sump off.  

Unfortunately I missed out on going to the National Rally in the North Island, as it clashed 

with an annual trip I’ve made for the last 20 years to Melbourne with some good friends to 

attend the F1 weekend there. In the end I would have been better to go to the National 

Rally, as I found F1 totally disappointing. We’ve always had grandstand seats in what we 

determined was the very best place on the course, but we lost our continuous booking after 

we didn’t attend in 2023 because COVID restrictions were still in place. Despite our very 

best efforts and following all the published instructions, we were unsuccessful booking 

stand tickets, and had to go with general admission instead. The crowd has doubled since 

we last attended, there were precious few places you could get a decent view of the track 

somewhere, and to get those you’d have to be at the track at 7.00am, wait until the gates 

opened at 8am and then run, and then probably stand for the whole time during the race. In 

the end we decided to settle for watching it on a big screen in the food-court area at the 

track. We saw and heard more watching a replay in a pub the following evening, so in 

reality we’d have been better watching it on live TV at home! Despite this it was a good 

weekend away, but the National Rally would have been more fun and much better value. 

Matthew did go however in his 1500, and I kept in touch with him by text messages as the 

rally progressed to check on progress. He did have a problem with the fuel pump losing 

pressure and a frost plug on day 2 of the rally which he got sorted with a bit of help from 

Michael Kruse, but apart from that he enjoyed the rally very much, completing over 3,000 

km all-up for the whole trip. Well done to the team that organised it all – there is a report 

later in the newsletter. 

Well, that’s enough from me. Rest assured I’ll still contribute some stories in coming 

issues, but it just won’t be me putting it all together.  

Best regards. 

Colin Hey 

 
A request from the Spares Coordinator. 

If you require spare parts, the best way to do it is by emailing the spares address: 

Wolseley.spares.nz@gmail.com 

Please try to avoid emailing my personal email address, as your order may get lost. 

Please let me know exactly what part you need. If there is any doubt in what it may be (particularly if it’s 

steering parts, bushes etc) then take a photo of the part or send a scanned copy of a parts diagram with the 

parts you need circled. 

In the email, please include your full name and full postal address (including the post code) and your 

phone number – this saves me having to look it up when I address the parcel.  

An invoice for the parts will be sent out after the parcel is posted – this is to ensure you pay the correct 

price for postage, as for all but small items it varies so much nowadays. 

I’m usually at the parts shed on Wednesday and Saturday mornings, so make sure you order before those 

times if you need anything urgently. I will dispatch urgent parts by courier if necessary. If you want the 

parts sent straight to a garage or workshop where you are having the work completed, just let me know. 

You will be invoiced directly for the parts though, not the garage. 

Thanks 

Colin Hey, Parts Coordinator 

mailto:Wolseley.spares.nz@gmail.com
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CHAIRMAN’S  REPORT 
 

Hello Wolseley Club Members   

 

It’s been some time since a Wolseley Word has 

been produced and for those of you who are new 

members, haven’t received one yet. It is always 

the club’s intention to have a monthly magazine 

however all elected positions within the club are 

voluntary and things can happen that may delay 

it from time to time. 

The executive committee are aware and very 

grateful for the commitment many people 

provide towards the club that keep the wheels 

turning.The executive meet via Zoom bimonthly 

discussing and managing club affairs. 

We like to hear from our members so If there is 

anything you would like to put forward to these 

meetings for discussion please send an email to Nat Secretary, Michael 

Kruse, michael.kruse432@gmail.com 

The Wolseley Word is an important magazine reporting and informing members on what 

we have to offer and on everything that is happening. It is also a permanent document 

containing club history. We are finding a way to have it on track again for the enjoyment 

of all. 

All of you who have been involved or have attended organised outings etc will have had a 

great time and will be looking forward to the next outing. This is what the club is all about 

for now and into the future. 

A great example of this is the recent  National Rally that Graeme & Kirsty Lee ran with 

the assistance of local members. 

I could not get to this one but reports from those who were there were more than positive, 

well done Graeme & Kirsty and to all of you who were there for making it such a success. 

Vice President Colleen Litchfield has done a great Rally report which is attached. 

I look forward to any responses you may have. 

Kind regards, 

Gordon Duthie 

National President 

 

Editor’s note: 

Gordon is an entrant in this year’s Cancer Society Scooter Safari. This is a 

Moped Scooter run that goes from McLeans Island Christchurch over the Arthurs and 

Otira Passes to Hokitika on Sat 18th May 2024, a total of 250 Km. He will be riding his 

“Hero Gizmo” 49cc bike that has one gear and peddles (which he hopes will not to wear 

out) which travels quite good up to 50km/h (on the flat). He would welcome anyone who 

can support him - donations will make a difference towards research and care for many 

who need it. You can make a donation to Scooter Safari 2024 online 

at: https://scootersafari.org.nz/gordon-duthie 

 

mailto:michael.kruse432@gmail.com
https://scootersafari.org.nz/gordon-duthie
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   SECRETARY’S  REPORT 
 
Editor’s note: This report is as submitted by Michael on-time after the AGM last October. Progress 

reported on his 6/90 has advanced considerably now to the point where the car is back on the road again 

– Congratulations Michael! 

 

Hi Wolseleyites, 

October was a busy month on Wolseley activities with the AGM in Christchurch on 

Saturday 7th of August. The AGM was held at the Papanui RSA after a delicious meal.  

All the Action Items resulting from the questioneer sent out last year were completed.        

           
This was a pleasing result of a busy year. Thank you to all that helped to make this happen. 

There was only one change to the Executive with the election 

of Colleen  Litchfield to the position Vice President . 

Welcome back Colleen. 

Membership of the club is made up of 91 North Island,9 

Nelson/ Marlborough, 33 Christchurch, 38 Southern, 2 

National/ Overseas, this includes a few of un-financial 

members. Total membership is (at the time of writing) 173. 

There has been two 25-year membership badges this year - 

Alex Govern & Jenny Shaw ( Southern Branch members), and 

Gary Wall ( North Island Branch). 

In October we have had a sudden passing in our North Island 

Wolseley Family, of Loris Whitcombe. She will be missed 

with her positive outlook on life. Our special condolences to Ray and family. 

6/90 Progress 

While cleaning up the basement I tripped over and while I fell my right lower leg got 

caught in a tarpaulin and I twisted my knee. The result was I was unable to walk without 

crutches for a couple of weeks. The diagnoses was ligament damage in the RH knee. It has 

responded well to physiotherapy and now I can walk reasonably well. 

I have done some work in December on the 6/90. Fitted the reconditioned water pump 

(from Christchurch Spares) cleaned out the radiator , refitted the exhaust system, cleaned 

the carburettors and mounted a second fuel pump to the left hand inner front guard. This 

gives reliability if the original fuel pump gives trouble. 

The engine is all back together now so I started the engine and it went well no leaks or 

issues. So time to take it for a journey on the road - a 10-mile road trip was great. No 

overheating or leaks, and it was a pleasure to drive. I am so pleased.  I still have quite a 

few minor issues to sort out, but work is progressing.  

Happy Wolseleying  

Michael 

 

1. Printing of 500 pamphlets  about the club to given away at swap meets or 

car shows to attract new members. 

2. The Purchase of Display flags to advertise the Club. 

3. The Appointment of Technical Advisors to help members with their issues. 

4. Compiling a List of Garages that are competent in Repairing Wolseley’s    

(this is still in progress) 
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Technical Advisors to help members with their Wolseley 

 

The following list is a group of Wolseley Enthusiasts willing to help with any technical 

issues you may have. 

 

Veteran and Vintage     Post vintage (1930-35)  4/50, 6/80, 4/44, 15/50  

Colin Hey    Series II &III (1936-1948) Ivan McCutcheon 

021 883 807    Mike Driscoll   022 374 6326 

     027 290 6755 

 

15/60 and 16/60   6/90, 6/99, 6/110  1500, FWD Hornet, 1300, 18/85 

Stephen Belcher   C-Series engines  A & B Series engines                       

021 175 6009   Colin Hey   Michael Kruse 

     021 883 807   027 6600 203 

 

18/85, SIX, 18-22 (Wedge) and E-Series engines  

Stephen Belcher. 

021 175 6009 

 

THIS MONTH’S VIDEO 
 
This month’s video to look at – just tighten up your seatbelt, imagine it’s 1967 and then 

click on the link below:  
https://youtu.be/kTWryOcubyQ?si=_tTyt2N0UhYNguM6 
 
YouTube video Movie of high speed police car chase in London from 1967 with a Jaguar and a Wolseley. 

 

 

Movie  police car chase in London from 1967 with a Jaguar and a Wolseley. 

 

Deadline for next Wolseley Word: 

Friday 28th June 2024 
 

 

 
 

https://youtu.be/kTWryOcubyQ?si=_tTyt2N0UhYNguM6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kTWryOcubyQ&authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kTWryOcubyQ&authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kTWryOcubyQ&authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kTWryOcubyQ&authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kTWryOcubyQ&authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kTWryOcubyQ&authuser=0
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   BRANCH  NEWS and EVENTS – North Island 

North Island Branch 
News and Events 
 

North Island Wolseley Car Club Branch  

Notice of Run and AGM, Saturday 20th July 2024. 

Where:  Wanganui  

Venue: Anndion Lodge Motel, 143 Anzac Parade.  0800 343056,  or look at their 

website. 

Please make your own accommodation arrangements at the venue. 

Time: 3pm – 4.30pm Saturday 20th July.  

Event in the morning: Still planning, a cruise up the Wanganui River on the MV 

Wairua to Upokonaro Village for lunch.  $55 per head, 10.30am. We need a 

minimum of 15 people for this trip, so I will send out an expression of interest by 

email to all members. 

Dinner: Carolines Boatshed Bar and eatery, 181 Somme Parade, Transport can 

be organised.  

Thank you I will be in touch for numbers etc in June. 

Raewynn Kruse  

 

 

 

 

   BRANCH  NEWS and EVENTS – Nelson Branch 
 

Our membership is slowly growing, and we welcome Stephen Lavers to our branch. 

Stephen lives in Wakefield, and has a Canvas and Upholstery business. He has a 1960 

Wolseley 6/99 manual under restoration, which is soon to be repainted cream and red. He 

has already made a trip to the Christchurch spares shed to purchase some parts to progress 

the project so is making good progress.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

tel:0800%20343056
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   BRANCH  NEWS and EVENTS – South Island 

Christchurch Branch  
News and Events 

 

The last few months has been pretty steady for our branch – lots to keep us busy at 

Idlewood, and a couple of good outings to allow us to get some motoring in as well.  

 

Picking up from where we left off in the last newsletter, our hosting of the National AGM 

went well, with a very good meeting held at the Papanui RSA rooms following a very 

good meal. It was good to see about 30 members there from as far north as Auckland, and 

from Dunedin in the south. Having it the same weekend as the Canterbury Swap Meet 

certainly gives an extra excuse to travel, and provides another good event to justify the 

cost of travelling there and back for the weekend.  

Also in October we attended the bi-annual Sheffield Wheels and Wings event and tried to 

mount a display of cars, but unfortunately the weather got the better of us like it did two 

years earlier and we only managed to stay until mid-day when it got the better of us. Held 

in an open paddock to enable the flying displays, there is no shelter at all apart from the 

cars themselves and it got pretty cold and windy. It was still a good event though – just 

perhaps next time they could change to name to Sheffield Wings, Wheels and Wind so  

 
Display at the Sheffield Wheels and Wings day above, and Rolleston Car Show below 
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   BRANCH  NEWS and EVENTS – Christchurch Branch, continued 

 

everyone goes better prepared. There was one model plane that came in to land facing 

forwards but going backwards!  

Later in October the Annual All British Day was held, but there were violent wind storms 

the day before with the same forecast for the Sunday, so there was not a huge turn-out. 

With many trees down in the area we were going to head to, a decision was made to take 

the runs to about half-distance, and then return to the start at the VCC grounds. Despite 

this, it was still a good day out, and much better than sitting at home watching television. 

Early in November we combined with our Idlewood neighbours the Jowett Car Club, and 

had a run up to Scargill in North Canterbury to visit Foxdown  - a farm owned by VCC 

member Andy Foxand his family, Andy is an enthusiastic vintage and classic car collector, 

owner and user and has a nice collection of mostly American cars, and amongst his 

vehicles are a 1930’s Cord and a very early Rolls Royce – the latter used on many long 

endurance-type rallies. He also has a small museum full of many farm and motorobilia 

items he and his family have collected over the years. An excellent day out enjoyed by all 

who went. 

More recently we put on a small display of five cars at the Rolleston Motorfest – we were 

all astounded at the number of cars at this event – well over 700. The weather was perfect 

and it was well supported by many car clubs, lots of classic and American cars, and even a 

number of trucks and local motoring-related businesses. We were certainly glad we took 

the club shelter to provide some shade. One thing I have noticed recently though is that 

many of the people that bring cars out to display (particularly American and newer cars) 

nowadays only want to stay until about midday and then leave. This must be pretty 

disappointing for the organisers, as many people are still coming in the early afternoon to 

have a look at the cars, which they pay good money to come and see. As it was, by the 

time we left about 2.30pm, there were only about 100 cars left in the grounds. I wouldn’t 

be surprised to see the organisers of these types of events insist that cars stay until a set 

time in the afternoon just to be fair to everyone. Despite this, it was a very good day out – 

helped a lot by the great weather. 

 

Then in February came our annual big display at the Twin Rivers Motoring Extravaganza, 

held on a warm and sunny day. About 8 cars from our club flew the Wolseley flag at what 

turned out to be another huge display, with many more original cars there than at the 

Rolleston show which tends to be popular with the American, Australian and resto-rod 

fraternity. This year they didn’t run the parade rally after the show, but nobody 

complained as it was getting so difficult nowadays with the traffic around town and 

numerous roadworks to negotiate. One nice touch was that one of the organisers came 

over at the end of the show and personally thanked us for being there as a club, and asked 

if we could please come back and support them again next year. We will! 

 

The most recent event was the Annual Ashburton Rotary Rally held two weeks ago and 

run in support of the Child Cancer Foundation. This year the Hey family flew the club 

flag, with Jenny and I in the 6/99, Matthew in his Hornet, and Robert and Lynn Hey in 

their 1500 out on its first full and long club run. The run started with a display in 

Ashburton at 10am, and then followed a route out to Surrey Hills Station near Mt Somers.  
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   BRANCH  NEWS and EVENTS – Christchurch Branch, continued 

 

The weather there was near perfect – a very warm blue-sky day with no wind, probably 

the last we will see this side of winter. Our picnic lunch was held in a paddock in front of 

the homestead 

with autumn 

colours and the 

foothills all 

around us, and 

with about 150 

other cars all 

lined up and 

looking splendid. 

It was great to 

catch up with Joe 

Barker there who 

was in his 

beautiful black 

M2 Jaguar with 

sparkling chrome 

wire wheels, and 

with Danny and Sharon O’Malley who attended in their rare late model special edition V8 

Falcon Ute which has virtually only done delivery miles from new. Somehow I think the 

judges missed it when they were picking the best Australian vehicle, but to be fair there 

were a lot of cars there and only a short time to judge them. 

We had a slight hiccup with Robert and Lynn’s 1500 when the time came to leave, with 

the clutch slave cylinder piston jamming up inside the cylinder despite being recently re-

kitted by Robert. A couple of the organisers stayed with us until we had it sorted which 

was nice – it turned out that someone in the past had fitted a wrong spring in the cylinder, 

so a work-around was put in place which got everything working again properly. 

 

On the domestic front – things have been ticking away nicely at Idlewood and the facilities 

are looking good now that winter has started to arrive. Lately we’ve been doing a bit of a 

pre-winter clean – getting rid of some scrap metal and tidying the garage out in readiness 

for another 6/110 to part out. We’ve also had a garden swing seat donated, and it’s now set 

up on our lawn area in front of the 

clubrooms – not that we’ll ever have 

much time to enjoy it – isn’t that right 

Nancy? 

 

Unfortunately since the last newsletter 

one of our very long-standing and 

respected founder members, Anthony 

Dacre, passed away during the Christmas 

period. His Wolseleys and other classic 

cars were a huge part of his whole life,  

 
At the Ashburton Rotary Rally – from left to right Robert & Lynn Hey (first 

outing with their 1500), Matthew Hey (Hornet) and Colin & Jenny Hey (6/99). 

 
Presenting Anthony Dacre with his special 

award before his passing. RIP Anthony. 
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   BRANCH  NEWS and EVENTS – Christchurch Branch, continued 

 

and it certainly worried him to think about what will happen to them after he passed away. 

Before he died a few of us went and visited him and we presented him with a special 

framed certificate to recognise the contribution he’d made to the club and our branch, and 

indeed to the classic motoring scene in the whole of Canterbury spanning back a period of 

at least 60 years. It was well-deserved and certainly perked him up a bit that day.  

Another of our branch members, Chris McLeay, has also had a rough time lately, needing 

a tricky operation that left him out of action for a few weeks. He has since recovered to the 

point where he’s been able to 

work on his 1300 again (albeit 

a bit slower than he’d like), and 

finally I think he’s managed to 

sort an ongoing issue with it 

overheating that was testing his 

patience to a point of 

exasperation. The car is 

looking just great, and he’s 

trying to get some miles on it 

now to get some confidence up 

to the point where he can use it 

as often as he likes. 

Also on the news front, 1300 

owners Tara and Blue 

Gallagher have just welcomed 

a Wolseley Hornet (Mini) to 

their garage – a white Mk3 

which has been off the road for 

many years. In reasonably good 

condition, it needs repainting 

and a general spruce-up to 

bring it up to their high 

standards, but will need re-

registering. Blue knows all the 

steps to go through, so no 

doubt he’s on the case already 

and eventually it will look as 

good as their 1300. It was good 

to see them and others from our 

branch on the recent VCC 

Malvern Anzac Day run too. 

Tim Dunningham has recently 

sold his 6/99, and it’s now found a new home in Ward (Marlborough) with new member 

Tim Rutland who is already busy buying bits for it to make  it even better than it was.  

Member Garry Gollan who used to live in South Canterbury has now shifted to 

Glentunnel, and is keen to get to work on his Wolseley Six. It needs some engine work so  

 
Above - Chris McLeay’s very sharp 1300 project at 

Idlewood recently. Note the inset driving lamps in the front 

panel. Below – Blue and Tara Gallagher’s new project. 
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he’s getting prepared to get into it, but in the meantime it’s good to see him back at our 

working bees at Idlewood where he’s always keen to get his hands dirty doing something 

needed there. 

Nick Stevenson is having a break from the shed at the moment to get on with other home 

life things that need doing. On the bright side, he’s just had a mega-shed built at home to 

house his collection of cars, so apart from a Mini van which he’s just purchased, the three 

Wolseleys (each of which need something done to them) are dormant in the new building 

in the meantime until Nick is ready once again to make some decisions regarding their 

future. 

Our Branch Chairpersons Merv and Marilyn Wayne have just gone through the trauma of 

selling their house to downsize to a new slightly smaller home, with the resultant cleanout 

of MMM (Merv’s Motoring Memorabilia)  - a task that had been ongoing over several 

months. They are presently living in their caravan while the new house is being built, but 

all is well and they are looking forward to moving in in a few months time. 

 

We’ve had a few new members join lately too: 

Andrea Aitcheson from Mokihinui on the West Coast who has a 1962 6/110,  

Anthony Howell from Timaru with a 16/60,  

Aimee Webley also with a 16/60, 

Peter Seed from Christchurch, 

Kelvin Nicolle from Christchurch with a 1961 15/60, and  

Terry North from Auckland who is an 1800 owner and frequently in Christchurch. 

A big welcome back to Robert and Lynn Hey who were last members around 30 years ago 

and have recently purchased a 1958 1500, and to Garry and Josie Gollan who have moved 

to Glentunnel and own a 1973 Wolseley Six. 

A big welcome to you all, and hope we catch up with you at an event soon. 

 

Colin Hey 

 

Christchurch Branch Coming Events:  
 

Sunday 19th May – Old Cars, Bikes & Coffee at VCC, followed by Grasskhana  

The monthly VCC OCBC coffee morning is open to anyone, and a few of our members 

are regular attendees. Starts about 9.00am and goes through until 11am – give your car a 

run and catch up with other members and friends there. 

The Grasskhana is a VCC event, but always interesting watching if you want to stay on a 

bit longer. 

 

Wednesday 12th June, 7.00pm – Visit to Upper Classics Restoration Workshop 

Your chance to see how the professionals do it – this will be both an interesting and 

informative evening. We will need numbers, and Stuart will send an email out closer to the 

time so you can register your interest. Likely to be limited to the first 20 people, so be in 

quick. 
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   COMING  EVENTS – Christchurch Branch - continued 
 

Saturday Morning 8th June – Working Bee and Committee Meeting at Idlewood 

Morning tea provided – come along and help with simple work at Idlewood, collect your 

parts, or just come for a chat. Starts at 10am, committee meeting at 12.30. 

 

Sunday 1th June – OCBC at the VCC grounds. 

 

28th June Friday Matariki Day - Car Wrecking & BBQ Day at Idlewood 

Our annual contribution to recycling, where we will aim to complete parting out at least 

one of our parts cars in readiness for a trip to the scrap metal yard. Starts at 8.30am. BBQ 

lunch provided, bring warm clothes and overalls, and your choice of tools (but make a 

note of what you bring). Always a good, social and fun day but with a serious purpose. 

 

Saturday 13th July – Working Bee and Committee Meeting at Idlewood. 

 

Sunday 28th July – Branch AGM at the Caravan Clubrooms. Details to follow. 

 

 
 

   BRANCH  NEWS and EVENTS – South Island, continued 

Southern Regional Branch 
 

We had our Auto Spectacular display in 

October last year. Excellent turnout, 

perhaps helped as the venue also doubled 

as a voting booth. 

 

We were offered free 2 x 16/60 both a 

little worn and rusty, these are possibly 

still available Contact myself. 

 

 

One of the two 16/60s – perhaps a good polish 

and she’ll be good?? 

SOUTHERN BRANCH NEWS and EVENTS – continued 
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Our Christmas BBQ was held at Elaine 

and Bernie Horn's  Long Beach Resort, in 

conjunction with the Austin Club. Excellent 

food and company. An Austin member's wife 

discovered her father’s early Wolseley is 

presently alive and well, although requiring 

some cosmetic attention, owned by Wolseley 

members the Brehaut’s. 

 

 

 

 

 

VETERAN BRIGHTON RUN, held in 

very sunny conditions in January  Again 

good numbers attending and lots of 

spectators. Our Mayor and his sidekick, 

deputy flagging off the cars.  

2 Wolseleys were entered, the Winter’s 

1900 Wolseley GRANDMA, and the 

Hey’s 1912 model. 

 

North Island Run has been completed and 

by all accounts a GREAT time was had by 

all. There were 4 southern cars attending : 

Brehaut’s 6/90, and the Casey’s, Horn’s 

and Johnson’s all in 6/110’s. All 

completed the trip without any issues.  

 

Sunday 19th May - Combined Wolselite / Austiners run planned for May to Oamaru. 

All of our branch members will be receiving an email with the details if you haven’t got it 

already. This will be an excellent day out, and I’m sure we will be looked after by the 

Brehaut’s very well. 

 

That’s all for now from the South - Stay warm. 

 

Cheers  

George Strong 

 

NATIONAL RALLY REPORT  

 SEE EMAIL SENT BY MICHAEL KRUSE, Saturday Apr 27, 1:58 PM to all 

club members 
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